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glide slope, outer marker, middle 
marker, and, when installed for use 
with Category II or Category III instru-
ment approach procedures, an inner 
marker. A compass locator or precision 
radar may be substituted for the outer 
or middle marker. DME, VOR, or non-
directional beacon fixes authorized in 
the standard instrument approach pro-
cedure or surveillance radar may be 
substituted for the outer marker. Ap-
plicability of, and substitution for, the 
inner marker for Category II or III ap-
proaches is determined by the appro-
priate part 97 approach procedure, let-
ter of authorization, or operations 
specification pertinent to the oper-
ations. 

[Doc. No. 18334, 54 FR 34294, Aug. 18, 1989, as 
amended by Amdt. 91–267, 66 FR 21066, Apr. 
27, 2001]

§ 91.177 Minimum altitudes for IFR op-
erations. 

(a) Operation of aircraft at minimum al-
titudes. Except when necessary for 
takeoff or landing, no person may oper-
ate an aircraft under IFR below— 

(1) The applicable minimum altitudes 
prescribed in parts 95 and 97 of this 
chapter; or 

(2) If no applicable minimum altitude 
is prescribed in those parts— 

(i) In the case of operations over an 
area designated as a mountainous area 
in part 95, an altitude of 2,000 feet 
above the highest obstacle within a 
horizontal distance of 4 nautical miles 
from the course to be flown; or 

(ii) In any other case, an altitude of 
1,000 feet above the highest obstacle 
within a horizontal distance of 4 nau-
tical miles from the course to be flown. 

However, if both a MEA and a MOCA 
are prescribed for a particular route or 
route segment, a person may operate 
an aircraft below the MEA down to, 
but not below, the MOCA, when within 
22 nautical miles of the VOR concerned 
(based on the pilot’s reasonable esti-
mate of that distance). 

(b) Climb. Climb to a higher minimum 
IFR altitude shall begin immediately 
after passing the point beyond which 
that minimum altitude applies, except 
that when ground obstructions inter-
vene, the point beyond which that 
higher minimum altitude applies shall 

be crossed at or above the applicable 
MCA.

§ 91.179 IFR cruising altitude or flight 
level.

(a) In controlled airspace. Each person 
operating an aircraft under IFR in 
level cruising flight in controlled air-
space shall maintain the altitude or 
flight level assigned that aircraft by 
ATC. However, if the ATC clearance as-
signs ‘‘VFR conditions on-top,’’ that 
person shall maintain an altitude or 
flight level as prescribed by § 91.159. 

(b) In uncontrolled airspace. Except 
while in a holding pattern of 2 minutes 
or less or while turning, each person 
operating an aircraft under IFR in 
level cruising flight in uncontrolled 
airspace shall maintain an appropriate 
altitude as follows: 

(1) When operating below 18,000 feet 
MSL and— 

(i) On a magnetic course of zero de-
grees through 179 degrees, any odd 
thousand foot MSL altitude (such as 
3,000, 5,000, or 7,000); or 

(ii) On a magnetic course of 180 de-
grees through 359 degrees, any even 
thousand foot MSL altitude (such as 
2,000, 4,000, or 6,000). 

(2) When operating at or above 18,000 
feet MSL but below flight level 290, 
and— 

(i) On a magnetic course of zero de-
grees through 179 degrees, any odd 
flight level (such as 190, 210, or 230); or 

(ii) On a magnetic course of 180 de-
grees through 359 degrees, any even 
flight level (such as 180, 200, or 220). 

(3) When operating at flight level 290 
and above airspace, and— 

(i) On a magnetic course of zero de-
grees through 179 degrees, any flight 
level, at 4,000-foot intervals, beginning 
at and including flight level 290 (such 
as flight level 290, 330, or 370); or 

(ii) On a magnetic course of 180 de-
grees through 359 degrees, any flight 
level, at 4,000-foot intervals, beginning 
at and including flight level 310 (such 
as flight level 310, 350, or 390). 

[Doc. No. 18334, 54 FR 34294, Aug. 18, 1989, as 
amended by Amdt. 91–276, 68 FR 61321, Oct. 
27, 2003; 68 FR 70133, Dec. 17, 2003]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: By Amdt. 91–276, 68 
FR 70133, Dec. 17, 2003, § 91.179 was amended 
by revising paragraph (b)(3) introductory 

VerDate jul<14>2003 13:56 Feb 27, 2004 Jkt 203043 PO 00000 Frm 00205 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\203043T.XXX 203043T


		Superintendent of Documents
	2014-11-20T12:00:01-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




